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Dear Colleagues

I am delighted to present to you our preliminary programme of named 
lectures and major symposia for the 2016 BTS Winter Scientific Meeting.

The Science and Research Committee has organised an outstanding line up of 
speakers for the Meeting. I am sure these will provide something of interest to 
all health professionals involved in the care of patients with respiratory disease, 
as well as to biomedical scientists working on lung disease. Our symposia 
programme contains some outstanding international speakers. These, 
together with our own national experts, will inform delegates of the very latest 
advances in the clinical, translational and basic science of lung disease.

The Winter Scientific Meeting remains the highlight of our professional 
calendar and provides a tremendous networking opportunity. In particular, 
the chance to interact with clinicians, allied health professionals and scientific 
colleagues from within the UK and abroad in the spoken and poster sessions 
remains a vitally important component of the Meeting. I would encourage 
you to submit your very best work for presentation at the Meeting as this will 
generate the most productive interactions.

I look forward to welcoming you to London in early December 2016.

Yours faithfully

Dr Gisli Jenkins 
Chair, BTS Science and Research Committee

Welcome

Dr Gisli Jenkins (Chair)
Dr Ian Balfour-Lynn
Professor Alison Condliffe
Dr Benedict Creagh-Brown
Professor Jane Davies
Professor Louise Donnelly
Dr Neil Greening
Dr Ricardo Jose

Professor Nick Maskell
Dr Justin Pepperell
Dr Jennifer Quint
Dr Robert Rintoul
Dr Elizabeth Sapey
Dr Aran Singanayagam
Dr Duncan Wilson
Dr Hannah Woodcock

BTS Science and Research Committee Members –  
the 2016 Winter Meeting Planning Committee:

CONFERENCE ORGANISATION
The Winter Meeting is organised by the British Thoracic Society.  For conference information, please see page 9.  For general conference 
queries please email:  bookings@brit-thoracic.org.uk.  
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PROGRAMME OF MAJOR 
SYMPOSIA
The full programme, including all Spoken Sessions and Poster 
Discussions, will be available on the BTS website from early 
September, once abstracts have been refereed.  The Final 
Programme, including abstracts, is published as a supplement 
to Thorax and will be sent to all subscribing BTS members in 
advance of the Winter Meeting.  For ease of reference it will also 
be available to all participants in advance on the BTS website:  
www.brit-thoracic.org.uk.

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2016

8.00am – 8.30am BTS JOURNAL CLUB

EMPHYSEMA

Professor Robert Stockley (Birmingham)

8.30am – 10.00am SYMPOSIUM

SARCOIDOSIS: CONQUERING THE ENIGMA?

Chaired by:  Dr Joanna Porter (London) and Dr Muhunthan Thillai 

(Cambridge)

1) New concepts in pathogenesis of sarcoidosis
Professor David Moller (Baltimore)

2) Cardiac sarcoidosis – rhythm, muscle and pulmonary vascular 
tone
Dr Daniel Culver (Cleveland)

3) Steroids, immuno-suppressants and biologics – what, when 
and why?
Dr Ling-Pei Ho (Oxford)

Learning objectives

1) There have been several recent important publications in this 
area and this talk will provide an update on what’s “new”.

2) This is a difficult clinical area and an update is timely and 
warranted.

3) The management of sarcoid appears to be variable across the 
country.  An update on expert views on best practice is, again, 
timely and warranted.

8.30am – 10.30am SYMPOSIUM

EVOLVING TREATMENTS FOR OBSTRUCTIVE SLEEP 
APNOEA

Chaired by:  Dr Alison McMillan (Welwyn Garden City) and 

Professor John Stradling (Oxford) 

1) Modifying cardiovascular risk – what is the role of CPAP?
Professor Doug McEvoy (Adelaide)

2) Electrical stimulation for the treatment of sleep apnoea – how 
and for who?  Results of the STAR and TESLA trials
Dr Joerg Steier (London)

3) Effects of CPAP therapy withdrawal on exhaled breath mass 
spectometry signature in OSA
Professor Malcolm Kohler (Zurich)

4) Treating central sleep apnoea – when and with what? Role of 
CPAP, NIV, ASV, alternatives
Professor Anita Simonds (London)

Learning objectives

1) To update the audience about latest data for using CPAP 
for cardiovascular risk modification in people with OSA with 
minimal symptoms, so that they can make informed evidence 
based decisions in the sleep clinic.

2) To highlight the research thus far looking at alternative 
strategies for controlling OSA, namely hypoglossal nerve 
stimulation, and discuss whether these have a role yet in clinical 
practice. 

3) To discuss the science behind exhaled breath molecular 
signatures and potential as a diagnostic tool in obstructive sleep 
apnoea. 

4) To discuss central sleep apnoea, which is seen often in the 
sleep or cardiac clinic, and how this is best managed. 

8.30am – 10.30am JOINT BTS/BALR SYMPOSIUM

DEVELOPING TOMORROW’S RESPIRATORY MEDICINES 
TODAY (part 1)

Chaired by:  Dr Karl Staples (Southampton)  and Dr Amanda 

Tatler (Nottingham)

1) Drugging chronic lung disease
Speaker to be confirmed

2) Next generation antivirals to target lung infection
Dr Ken Powell (ReViral)

3) Utilising biologics in the treatment of pulmonary fibrosis
Dr Shelia Violette (Biogen Idec)

Learning objectives

1) The symposium will open with an overview of new approaches 
to treating chronic lung disease.

2) The session will continue by discussing recent approaches to 
developing new antiviral drugs with particular emphasis on the 
development of anti-RSV therapies.

3) Finally to be discussed will be the role biologics can play 
in the treatment of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, a disease 
that currently has extremely limited treatment options. The 
presentation will particularly focus on targeting the αvβ6 
integrin with a monoclonal antibody (STX-100) which is 
currently in Phase IIa clinical trials and showing promise as a new 
treatment for IPF.

10.30am – 12.30pm SYMPOSIUM

NEW ANSWERS TO OLD QUESTIONS: ADVANCEMENTS IN 
COPD 

Chaired by: Dr Elizabeth Sapey (Birmingham) and Dr Tom 

Wilkinson (Southampton)

1) “But I didn’t smoke that much, doctor”.  The influence of 
genetics on lung function in COPD 
Dr Louise Wain  (Leicester) 

2) “Can you grow me some new lungs, doctor?” Lung tissue bio-
engineering for COPD
Professor Daniel Weiss (Vermont)
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3)  “Why will exercise help my lung disease?” Training the 
mitochondria in COPD
Professor Michael Steiner (Leicester)

4)  “Isn’t there anything else you can give me?”  New therapeutic 
strategies in COPD
Professor Wisia Wedzicha (London)

Learning objectives

1) Dr Wain will open the symposium with an overview of the 
genetic basis of airflow obstruction and smoking behaviour 
in the pathophysiology of COPD, to provide insights into why 
some people are more susceptible to lung damage than others. 

2) Professor Weiss will present aspects of his innovative 
research in tissue regeneration that aims to overcome the need 
for lung transplantation from human donors. 

3) Professor Steiner will present new data on the links between 
skeletal muscle function, symptoms and exercise therapy.

4) Professor Wedzicha will end this session with an assessment 
of new medical therapies and therapeutic approaches that 
might help patients with COPD. 

10.45am – 12.45pm SYMPOSIUM

MALIGNANT PLEURAL DISEASE: GENETIC ADVANCES AND 
THE RESULTS OF RCT’S IN PLEURAL FLUID MANAGEMENT

Chaired by:  Dr Rahul Bhatnagar (Bristol) and Dr Lesley Bishop 

(Portsmouth)

1) Basic genomics of pleural malignancy
Dr Peter Campbell (Cambridge)

2) More than just an indwelling pleural catheter – results of 
SEAL-MPE and IPC-Plus
Professor Nick Maskell (Bristol) 

3) One, two, three – lessons from the TIME trials
Dr Najib Rahman (Oxford)

4) An upside down view of the future of pleural medicine and 
results from recent Australian pleural RCT’s
Professor Gary Lee (Perth)

Learning objectives

1) The audience will learn about the latest advances in the 
genetics and genomics of pleural malignancy, which might 
identify future novel treatment targets.

2 & 3) The results of several multi-centre  RCT’s of optimal fluid 
management strategies in MPE will be presented.  These results 
will inform the audience of the current guidelines and suggest 
possible future patient pathways.

4) Anticipated future advances in pleural medicine will be 
discussed. 

Target audience

1) This symposium will be of interest to all health care 
professionals involved in the management and support of 
patients with malignant pleural disease.

2) It will also be of interest to consultants, SpR’s and specialist 
nurses and research nurses involved in the running of pleural 
services.

11.00am – 1.00pm JOINT BTS/BALR SYMPOSIUM

DEVELOPING TOMORROW’S RESPIRATORY MEDICINES 
TODAY (part 2)

Chaired by:  Dr Deborah Clarke (MedImmune)  and Dr Adam 

Giangreco (London)

1) Using biomarkers to target novel molecular therapies in 
asthma
Dr Joseph Arron (Genentech)

2) Targeting respiratory disease with novel anti-microbials
Dr Rebecca Ingram (Belfast)

3) Targeting Ras mutations in lung cancer
Professor Julian Downward (London)

Learning objectives

1) The first presentation will give an extensive outline of 
identifying and using biomarkers to target novel asthma 
therapies to specific subsets of severe asthma patients.

2) We will then discuss how bacterial infections may be targeted 
and also how novel models of bacterial infection can be utilised 
to increase success in the development of novel antimicrobial 
therapies.

3) Finally, we will discuss research investigating the functional 
consequences of Ras mutations and how this may be translated 
into the development of new drugs for the treatment of lung 
cancer.

12.45pm – 1.30pm SNELL MEMORIAL LECTURE  

Professor Chris Dye (World Health Organisation)

1.45pm – 3.15pm JOINT BTS/BPRS SYMPOSIUM

BUILDING BRIDGES AND NETWORKS – THE POWERS OF 
COMMUNICATION AND REMOTE MONITORING

Chaired by:  Dr Louise Fleming (London)

1) The Study Team for Early Life Asthma Research (STELAR) 
consortium
Professor Adnan Custovic (Manchester)

2) Engagement and self-managing in patients with cystic 
fibrosis
Dr Martin Wildman (Sheffield)

3) E-health systems for management of MDR-TB in resource-
poor environments

To be confirmed

Learning objectives

To present several models of electronic/remote monitoring and 
their impact on healthcare delivery and outcomes.

To underscore the importance of communications and 
networking in implementing change.



2.00pm – 3.30pm PRIZE SYMPOSIUM

BTS/BALR/BLF EARLY CAREER INVESTIGATOR AWARDS

This symposium will showcase the very best original research 
submitted to the Winter Meeting by UK scientists and clinicians 
in the early part of their research career, as they compete for 
prestigious prizes from the BTS, BALR and BLF.  Closing date for 
submissions is 23:59 on 21 July 2016 via www.brit-thoracic.org.uk 

2.00pm – 4.00pm SYMPOSIUM

WHAT’S NEW IN MYCOBACTERIAL DISEASE?

Chaired by:  Dr Heinke Kunst (London) and Dr Michael Loebinger 
(London)

1) What is “new” in the new NTM guidelines?
Dr Charles Haworth (Cambridge) 

2) What is needed in NTM and what happens next?
Professor Jakko van Ingen (Nijmegen)

3) Novel diagnostics in TB – who, where and when?
Dr Catharina Boehme (FIND)

4) MDR-TB treatment – no longer a neglected question
Professor Andrew Nunn (London)

Learning objectives

1) Review the new changes proposed within the imminent  NTM 
guidelines produced by the BTS.

2) Explore the current challenges in the treatment of NTM and of 
drug-resistant MDR-TB and emerging strategies to overcome 
these problems.

3) Discuss novel diagnostic strategies relevant to mycobacterial 
disease and how they can be applied in current and future 
practice.

4) Describe the current complex drugs regimens and monitoring 
required to treat MDR and XDR TB.

4.15pm – 5.30pm

BTS AWARD PRESENTATIONS AND BTS PRESIDENT’S 
ADDRESS

5.30pm – 6.00pm

BTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 2016

8.00am – 8.30am BTS JOURNAL CLUB

COUGH

Professor Alyn Morice (Hull)

8.30am – 10.00am  JOINT BTS/BTOG SYMPOSIUM

TISSUE IS THE ISSUE BUT WILL IT ALWAYS BE?  

Chaired by: Professor Sam Janes (London) and Dr Sanjay Popat 
(London)

1) Understanding tumour heterogeneity – where will it lead us?
Dr Nicholas McGranahan (London)

2) Will liquid biopsies be the future for diagnosing lung cancer?
Dr Caroline Dive (Manchester)

3) In the age of targeted therapies – what does it mean for the 
chest physician?
Professor David Baldwin (Nottingham)

Learning objectives:

1) To understand how new insights into the biology of lung 
cancer may change how we manage lung cancer.

2) What role will liquid biopsies play in diagnosing lung cancer 
and monitoring disease progression in the future?

3) In the era of targeted therapies what does the chest physician 
need to know when taking biopsies (and re-biopsies)?

8.30am – 10.00am JOINT BTS/BPRS SYMPOSIUM

PRECISION MEDICINE IN CLINICAL PRACTICE

Chaired by:  Professor Jane Davies (London)  and Professor 
Stephen Durham (London)

1) Asthma pharmacogenomics
Professor Kelan Tantisira (Boston)

2) Mutation-specific therapies for cystic fibrosis
Professor Jane Davies ( London)

3) Allergen-specific immunotherapy
Speaker to be confirmed

Learning objectives

1) To present the concept of precision medicine and how it 
differs from conventional therapeutic approaches.

2) To impart an appreciation of current drug development 
pipelines in asthma, allergy and CF.

3) To discuss some of the limitations to precision or personalised 
medicine including cost issues.

8.30am – 10.30am SYMPOSIUM

BLASTS, PARTICLES, FIBRES: FROM (LUNG) INSULT TO 
INJURY

Chaired by:  Dr Johanna Feary (London)  and Professor David 
Fishwick (Sheffield)

1) Lungs at war: what respiratory consequences should we 
consider in military personnel?
Lt Col Andy Johnston (Birmingham)

2) Cross town traffic: how bad is diesel for our lungs?
Dr Ian Mudway (London)
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3) Screening for lung cancer in asbestos workers: the French 
experience
Dr Jean-Claude Pairon (Paris)

4) Carbon nano particles and the lung: the new asbestos?
Professor Marion MacFarlane (Leicester)

Learning objectives
1) To understand the range of acute and chronic respiratory 
conditions that may arise in both military personnel and in 
civilians living in areas of conflict and how best to manage them.

2) To develop a better awareness of the association between 
diesel fumes and acute and chronic lung diseases.

3) To gain an appreciation for the advantages and disadvantages 
of screening for lung cancer and other respiratory health effects 
in people exposed to asbestos. 

10.30am – 12.00pm SYMPOSIUM

TARGETED THERAPIES IN CYSTIC FIBROSIS

Chaired by:  Dr Stephen Bourke (Newcastle upon Tyne) and Dr 
Donna McShane (Cambridge)

1) Targeting inflammation in cystic fibrosis      
Dr Robert Gray (Edinburgh) 

2) Molecular and cellular processing of CFTR 
Professor  Margarida Amaral (Lisbon)    

3) Current status of CFTR modulator therapies 
Professor Stuart Elborn (Belfast)

Learning objectives

1) To address key developments in targeted treatments of basic 
disease mechanisms in cystic fibrosis.  To review inflammation 
as a key target for treatment.

2) To understand molecular and cellular mechanisms of CFTR 
dysfunction.

3) To review latest developments in bringing CFTR modulator 
drugs to clinical practice.

10.30am – 12.15pm SYMPOSIUM

PLENARY SCIENTIFIC 

Chaired by: Professor Louise Donnelly (London) and Dr Gisli 
Jenkins (Nottingham)

1) Innate immune response 
Professor Mark Lindsay (Bath) (BALR nomination)

2) MMPs 
Professor Simon Johnson (Nottingham)

3) Neutrophils, inflammatory pathways, COPD in ageing 
Dr Elizabeth Sapey (Birmingham)

4) Vitamin D
Professor Adrian Martineau (London)

Learning objectives

A highlight of the Winter Scientific Meeting programme, as four 
of the UK’s top respiratory researchers share highlights of their 
work and its relevance to patients.

12.30pm – 1.15pm THE BTS LECTURE

EPITHELIAL ALARMINS AND ASTHMA 

Professor Paul O’Byrne (Ontario)

1.45pm – 3.15pm SYMPOSIUM

NOVEL SCIENCE, INNOVATIVE IMAGING AND A CLINICAL 
UPDATE IN PULMONARY HYPERTENSION

Chaired by:  Dr Robin Condliffe (Sheffield) and Dr Elaine Soon 
(Cambridge)

1) PAH: translating basic mechanisms into novel therapies 
Professor Nick Morrell (Cambridge)

2) Imaging in pulmonary hypertension: current approach and 
new developments
Professor David Kiely (Sheffield)

3) Not all pulmonary hypertension is PAH
Dr John Wort (London) 

Learning objectives: 

1) To highlight the latest research exploring the molecular 
mechanisms and genetic abnormalities underlying PAH and how 
this has led to the identification of new drug targets for PAH.

2) To understand the value of current and emerging imaging 
techniques in the diagnosis and assessment of pulmonary 
hypertension. 

3) To understand how PH due to left heart disease, lung disease 
and chronic thromboembolism differs from pulmonary arterial 
hypertension, and to review the evidence for management of 
these different conditions. 

2.00pm – 3.30pm SYMPOSIUM

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THORAX

Details to be confirmed nearer to the time

3.30pm – 5.30pm SYMPOSIUM

NEW TREATMENTS FOR SMOKING CESSATION

Chaired by: Dr Sanjay Agrawal (Leicester) and Dr Gisli Jenkins 
(Nottingham)

1) Nicotine vaccines
Dr Onno Van Schayck (Maastricht)

2) The effects of electronic cigarettes on health
Dr Charlotta Pisinger (Copenhagen)

3) The evidence of electronic cigarettes for smoking cessation
Professor Ann McNeill (London)

4) Behaviour change – what should be done for the patient in 
front of us?
Professor Susan Michie (London)

Learning objectives

1) To understand the mechanisms, challenges and potential 
roles for a nicotine vaccine in future tobacco control.

2) Discuss potential effects of electronic cigarettes on health.

3) Provide the evidence for electronic cigarettes as a tool for 
smoking cessation and reduction.

4) Provide the evidence for models of behaviour change to 
maximise smoking cessation for the individual.

5.30pm – 7.00pm

THE PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION 

All participants are warmly invited to attend this social 

occasion



FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 2016

8.00am – 8.30am BTS JOURNAL CLUB

SOLITARY PULMONARY NODULE

Dr Anand Devaraj (London)

8.30am – 10.15am SYMPOSIUM

ASTHMA – FROM RESEARCH TO CLINICAL REALITY

Chaired by: Dr Ruth Green (Leicester) and Professor Liam 
Heaney (Belfast)

1) Academia to the workplace – investigating difficult asthma
Professor Liam Heaney (Belfast)

2) Treating non-eosinophilic asthma phenotypes
Dr Dominick Shaw (Nottingham)

3) The role of the upper airway in severe asthma
Dr James Hull (London)

4) CLOCK genes and asthma
Dr Hannah Durrington (Manchester)

Learning objectives

After attending the 2016 asthma symposium, delegates will 
have a greater understanding of the translation of research 
into clinical practice in a number of key areas relevant to the 
care of patients with asthma. After an overview of translational 
research in severe asthma, the symposium will cover the role 
of phenotyping in tailoring asthma therapy, particularly in the 
absence of eosinophilic inflammation. The role of upper airway 
pathology as a co-morbidity, or mimic, in severe asthma will 
be explored and the symposium will close with an overview of 
the role of Circadian Locomotor Output Cycles Kaput (CLOCK) 
genes, and circadian rhythm, in asthma.

8.30am – 10.00am SYMPOSIUM

ARDS: SEEING THE WOOD AMONGST THE TREES

Chaired by:  Professor Danny  McAuley (Belfast) and Professor 
David Thickett (Birmingham)

1) Introduction: ARDS from the bottom up 
Professor Mark Griffiths (London)

2) ARDS – behold the age of the splitter
Professor Carolyn Calfee (San Francisco)

3) Novel mechanisms of neutrophil trafficking in ARDS
Dr Charlotte Summers (Cambridge)

4) Fibrosis in ARDS, now you see it
Speaker to be confirmed

Learning objectives

1) Introduce the component causes of ARDS and the resulting 
processes in the lung that characterise the syndrome.

2) Demonstrate the hyper-inflammatory patient phenotype 
that is characterised by a poor prognosis and potentially 
different treatment modalities.

3) Failure of neutrophil de-priming in ARDS could explain why 
ARDS patients get multi-organ failure which kills many more 
patients than respiratory failure.  The basic science underlying 
neutrophil interactions with the lung endothelium is novel and 
compelling.

4) Why do the lungs in ARDS, in contrast to other fibrotic lung 
diseases, lay down collagen as part of the repair process and 
subsequently remodel and recover normal architecture?

8.30am – 10.30am SYMPOSIUM

RARE DISEASES AND GeCiP

Chaired by:  Professor Eric Alton (London) and Dr Claire Shovlin 
(London)

1) The role of the GeCiP in rare diseases
Professor Eric Alton (London)

2) The patients’ perspective of genetic studies in clinical 
practice
Fiona Copeland (PCD Support Group UK)

3) Hereditary haemorrhagic telangiectasia (HHT)
Dr Claire Shovlin (London)

4) Primary ciliary dyskinesia (PCD)
Dr Claire Hogg (London)

5) Bronchiectasis and GeCiP
Dr Anthony de Soyza (Newcastle upon Tyne)

6) Familial pneumothorax
Professor Stefan Marciniak (Cambridge)

Learning objectives

1) To understand how Genomics England has embedded genetic 
medicine into everyday clinical practice.

2) The audience will gain understanding of what genetic 
medicine means for patients with rare diseases.

3) The audience will get updates on the genetics of four rare 
diseases: hereditary pneumothorax; primary ciliary dyskinesia; 
bronchiectasis and haemorrhagic telangiectasia.

4)The audience will have a greater understanding of “who, how 
and why” to refer patients with rare disease to clinical genetic 
services.

10.45am – 12.15pm SYMPOSIUM

LUNG CANCER, COPD AND INTERSTITIAL LUNG DISEASE 
– BEGINNING TO UNDERSTAND THE INTERACTIONS 
BETWEEN THESE CONDITIONS 

Chaired by:  Dr Robert Rintoul (Cambridge) and Dr Elizabeth 
Sage (London) 

1) The epidemiology patterns of lung cancer with COPD and ILD
Professor Richard Hubbard (Nottingham)

2) Lung cancer COPD overlap
Dr Avi Spira (Boston)

3) Lung cancer ILD overlap
Dr Joanna Porter (London)  

Learning objectives:

This session is aimed at beginning to better understand how 
these conditions overlap in terms of the biological drivers 
behind the diseases and the changing epidemiological patterns 
of disease. Understanding how a greater understanding of 
the disease processes will lead to the development of new 
treatments for lung cancer in the setting of COPD or ILD.
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10.45am – 12.20pm SYMPOSIUM

DELIVERING PRECISION MEDICINE AND PERSONALISED 
CARE

Chaired by: Professor Chris Griffiths (London) and Professor 
Sebastian Johnston (London) 

1) A patient’s perspective 
Elisabeth Ehrlich (Edinburgh)

2) Precision medicine: impact beyond specialist care and severe 
asthma
Professor Ian Pavord (Oxford)

3) How to use big data
Dr Jennifer Quint (London)

4) Can learning health care systems help organisations deliver 
personalized care?
Professor Aziz Sheikh (Edinburgh)

Learning objectives

1) Precision medicine to deliver benefits beyond rare severe 
asthma phenotypes to generalist practice. 

2) Digital health to transform the explosion in personal data into 
meaningful improvements in personalised care.

3) Learning healthcare systems to transform near-real time 
analysis of routine health record and other ‘big’ data to deliver 
organisational change that improves health outcomes that 
matter to patients. 

12.45pm – 1.30pm THE MORRISTON DAVIES LECTURE

THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE

Professor Sir John Bell GBE FRS (Oxford)

1.45pm – 3.15pm SYMPOSIUM

AVERTING THE ‘ANTIBIOTIC APOCALYPSE’: STEWARDSHIP 
AND NOVEL STRATEGIES

Chaired by:  Dr James Chalmers (Dundee)  and Professor Stuart 

Elborn (Belfast)

1) Infection control and antibiotic stewardship for respiratory 

physicians

Professor Alison Holmes (London)

2) Sugar is good (for bacteria); modulating airway glucose to 

reduce infections

Professor Emma Baker (London)

3) Emerging strategies to combat antimicrobial resistance in 

respiratory disease

Professor David Dockrell (Sheffield)

Learning objectives

1) To recognise the scope of antimicrobial resistance in the 

community and in hospitals, and the role of antibiotic use in 

driving the emergence of resistant strains.

2) To evaluate the role of practical infection control and 

antibiotic stewardship measures, and how they can be 

implemented in respiratory medicine.

3) To showcase current translational research strategies which 

aim to reduce respiratory infection frequency and severity.

4) To describe novel research strategies currently in 

development to combat antimicrobial resistance in respiratory 

pathogen.

1.30pm – 3.00pm SYMPOSIUM

PULMONARY FIBROSIS: STILL SO MANY QUESTIONS TO BE 
ANSWERED

Chaired by:  Professor Ann Millar (Bristol) and Dr Hannah 

Woodcock (London)
1) Familial pulmonary fibrosis 
Professor Christine Garcia (Dallas) 

2) Mechanisms of ILD in connective tissue disease
Dr Aryeh Fischer (Denver)  

3) Should we use biologics or anti-fibrotics in RA-UIP?
Dr Toby Maher (London)

Learning objectives

1) There has been an explosion in our understanding of the 
genetics of fibrotic lung disease and the audience will receive 
an update on the latest advances in the genetics of familial 
pulmonary fibrosis.

2) As the treatment paradigms for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis 
evolve, they leave behind a group of interstitial lung diseases 
where the evidence base and understanding are less clear. The 
audience will be updated in the latest advances in connective 
disease related interstitial lung diseases.

3) A key emerging issue in the therapy of patients with 
rheumatoid arthritis related interstitial lung disease is whether 
they should be treated with conventional disease modifying 
anti-rheumatic drugs or novel anti-fibrotic therapy. The final 
session will help clarify this crucial issue



GENERAL INFORMATION
Conference organisation and general enquiries
The Winter Meeting is organised by the British Thoracic Society. 
Please direct all general conference enquiries via email to: 
bookings@brit-thoracic.org.uk

The venue
The Queen Elizabeth II Centre is located at Broad Sanctuary, 
Westminster, SW1P 3EE, opposite Westminster Abbey.   
www.qeiicentre.london 

Submission of Abstracts
The final date for submission of abstracts for the 2016 Winter 
Meeting is 23:59 on Thursday 21 July 2016, but you are 
encouraged to submit abstracts as early as possible before that 
date.   The easy to use web-based on-line submission system is 
available on the BTS website at www.brit-thoracic.org.uk.  You 
will need to register first to use the system and then follow the 
instructions to submit your abstract on line in a convenient and 
quick operation.

BTS/BALR/BLF Early Career Investigator of the Year 
Awards
BTS, BALR and BLF jointly offer awards to help the careers of the 
most promising early career investigators carrying out original 
research in respiratory medicine and respiratory science during 
the past year. To qualify for consideration you must be a UK 
based clinical or non-clinical researcher, usually under the age 
of 35* (but not consultant or senior lecturer grade), and the first 
named author of the abstract being submitted to the Winter 
Meeting.  There will be three first prizes of £800 and three prizes 
of £200 for runners up.  
*Applicants will normally be under 35 years of age, although 
there will be some researchers who have taken career breaks 
and the Society encourages them to apply also.  Please visit the 
BTS website for further details.

BTS Medical Student Awards 
These prestigious prizes are highly competitive and are 
awarded to the very best basic, translational or clinical research 
performed in the UK respiratory community by medical 
students. The prizes are awarded based on the quality and 
content of the research performed, and the quality of the 
abstract submitted. Please visit the BTS website for further 
details.

CME
Application pending for CME approval from the Federation of 
the Royal Colleges of Physicians of the UK.  When approved, we 
will automatically register all eligible delegates for CME when 
they pre-register for the Meeting.

Award Presentations
The presentation of Awards will take place in the Churchill 
Auditorium on the ground floor of the Centre, at 4.15pm on 
Wednesday 7 December.  These presentations will include the 
BTS Medal, BTS Award for Meritorious Service, BTS Medical 
Student Prizes and the BTS/BALR/BLF Early Career Investigator 
of the Year Awards.

President’s Reception 
The President’s Reception will be held on Thursday 8 December, 
from 5.30pm to 7.00pm in the Conference Centre.  All those 
attending the Winter Meeting are warmly invited to attend 
this informal social occasion and enjoy light refreshments 
in convivial surroundings.  Although the Reception is free to 
attend, for catering purposes we do need to know the numbers 
attending, so please indicate this on the registration form.  

Hotel Accommodation     
Bookings may be made online via the following link:  https://
www.hotelmap.com/pro/MX4DN
Please note that BTS is unable to assist with any 
accommodation bookings or queries.

The British Thoracic Society gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the following 
companies:
Aerogen

Airsonett

Alere

Aquilant Endoscopy

AstraZeneca

Boehringer Ingelheim

Boston Scientific 

CareFusion

Chiesi

Clement Clarke International 

Cook Medical

GlaxoSmithKline

Insmed

Medela

Mylan

Napp Pharmaceuticals 

Novartis

Olympus Medical

Pari Medical

Pfizer

PneumRx

Pulmonx

Rocket Medical 

Sandoz Ltd

Teva

Trudell Medical International

Unisoft Medical Systems

VentMed

Vertex

Vitalograph

Wisepress
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EARLY REGISTRATION is strongly recommended.  The Early 
Bird booking deadline is 23:59 on MONDAY 10 OCTOBER 2016.  
All applications received after this date will be subject to an 
increased registration fee.  We ask that all applications be with 
us by MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER 2016.  On-line registration will 
be open up until the day of the Meeting, but if you register after 
21 November, additional charges will apply and your badge and 
other materials will need to be collected on site at the Meeting.  
You may also register on site on the day of the Meeting, when 
the ‘Late’ registration fee will apply.

Please complete the tear-off form as fully as possible, so that we 
can get badge details correct.  It is essential that you include all 
relevant information if you are booking by credit/debit card.

If you require more than one form (for the use of colleagues 
and so on) please photocopy the enclosed.  If the applicant is 
not a member of the Society, non-member rates apply in all 
categories, except BALR members and registered research 
students.

Fully retired members of the Society are exempt from the 
registration fee, but we do need to know if you are attending 
the Meeting and on what days.  We ask that you register for the 
Meeting as normal before the early deadline date if possible.  
Thank you.

Those members who have retired from full-time working but 
who are undertaking remunerated/sessional employment, 
must pay the concessionary (or full) delegate rate depending on 
membership category.

The attendance fee for the Meeting does not include the cost 
of lunch, although coffee/tea on arrival and during the mid-
morning and afternoon breaks is included.  Cash catering will be 
available throughout each day.  

The President’s Reception will be held on Thursday 8 December 
from 5.30pm to 7.00pm at the QEII Centre.  This is included 
in the cost of the attendance fee.  However, we do need to 
know the numbers attending, so please indicate this on the 
registration form.

Final conference materials and badges will be sent out to 
delegates in the week commencing Monday 21 November 2016.  
The conference programme and abstract booklet is published 
as a supplement to the December issue of Thorax and will be 
sent by the BMJ directly to subscribing members at the end of 
November.  Other delegates will be able to collect their copy 
from the registration desks on arrival at the Meeting.  The full 
programme will also be available on the BTS website in advance 
of the Meeting.

CANCELLATION POLICY

For cancellations received before Monday 7 November 2016, we 

will refund registration fees paid, minus a 25% administration 

charge.  No refunds are payable for cancellations received 
AFTER 7 November 2016.  This will include cancellations due 
to travel difficulties or adverse weather conditions.

CME

Application pending.  When approved, we will automatically 
register all eligible delegates for CME when they pre-register for 
the Meeting.

ATTENDANCE CERTIFICATES

Will be available after the Meeting to download from the BTS 
website. 

Please return your completed registration form(s) to:

REGISTRATION – WINTER MEETING

British Thoracic Society
17 Doughty Street
London WC1N 2PL
Telephone: 020 7831 8778
Fax:  020 7831 8766
Email:  bookings@brit-thoracic.org.uk
Website:  www.brit-thoracic.org.uk

We may need to contact you regarding some aspect of your 
registration form.  It is therefore vital to advise us of your 
telephone number and email address.

PLEASE READ THIS SHEET CAREFULLY BEFORE 
COMPLETING THE REGISTRATION FORM IN BLOCK 
CAPITALS



BOOKING DETAILS
BTS WINTER MEETING 2016, 7 – 9 December,  
QEII Centre, London
(Please see information overleaf for details of relevant charges and complete all 
sections in BLOCK CAPITALS)

CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE TOTAL COST

Day 1: Wednesday 7 December 2016 £

Day 2: Thursday 8 December 2016 £

Day 3: Friday 9 December 2016 £

  

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS 
Vegetarian food will be available from the cash catering service, 

but please indicate below any other dietary requirements which 

we will pass on to the caterers:

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 

(wheelchair access, hearing needs, etc)?

SOCIAL EVENT
The President’s Reception on Thursday 8 December from 

5.30pm to 7.00pm at the QEII Centre is included in the 

registration fee.  Please indicate if you will be likely to attend. 
 

Yes No

NON-BTS MEMBERS
To help BTS provide Meetings that reflect demand, it would be 

helpful for non-members to complete this section. If you are not 

a BTS member, please indicate your professional status/job title 

here: 

And your place of work:

PAYMENTS 
GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSED £

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE

Please send your cheque* with your Registration Form, for the 

above amount made payable to:   

“THE BRITISH THORACIC SOCIETY” (not BTS)

* Payment from overseas: If not by credit card, should be by 

Banker’s Draft in London, free of all charges, or by International 

Money Order.

INVOICES

Invoices will only be issued to Finance Departments and the full 

address, contact name and telephone number must be provided 

on the booking form.  A purchase order number should also be 

provided.  

PAYMENT BY CREDIT CARD

Please debit my                                                            Credit/Debit Card for 
the above stated amount.
(Complete by filling in which card you are using.  The BTS can accept 
MASTERCARD, VISA, EUROCARD, MAESTRO and SOLO cards).  

We cannot accept American Express or Diners Club credit 
cards or Visa Corporate Purchase cards beginning with 
4715 or 4484.  These are now in use by some NHS Trusts and 
companies but BTS is not registered to accept these cards.

CARD NUMBER

VALID FROM EXPIRY DATE

ISSUE NUMBER  (Maestro cards only)

THREE DIGIT SECURITY CODE  (on the reverse of card)

This is mandatory for all types of card

NAME  (as it appears on the card)

Credit Card Address (ie address where all correspondence concerning your 
credit card is sent, please include house names where relevant)

ADDRESS

POST CODE   COUNTRY

SIGNATURE

DATE

NB: This form MUST be signed if payment is by Credit/Debit Card

!
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DAILY CHARGES EARLY BIRD  STANDARD LATE & ON-SITE  
 On or before 10 October 2016 After 10 October 2016 but  After 21 November 2016  
  before 21 November 2016

BTS members £100.00 per day £120.00 per day £130.00 per day  

Non BTS members £125.00 per day £150.00 per day £175.00 per day 

*Concessionary rate £60.00 per day £75.00 per day £85.00 per day 

CATERING
The delegate fee includes coffee/tea and biscuits before the first session each day and at the mid-morning and mid-afternoon breaks (but NOT at lunch time).  We will 
continue to offer lunch on a CASH CATERING BASIS ONLY at this year’s Winter Meeting, with a selection of hot and cold food available to buy during the lunch breaks.

REGISTRATION FORM
BTS WINTER MEETING 2016, 7 – 9 December,  
QEII Centre, London

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

BTS MEMBERSHIP NO: 

REGISTRATION NO: 

BEFORE RETURNING THIS FORM PLEASE CHECK:

A.  That you have checked the GRAND TOTAL is correct

B. If payment is by credit card, that you have SIGNED the           

form and quoted the correct card number and expiry date.  

For payments by Maestro, please enter VALID FROM and 

ISSUE NUMBER information where indicated

C. If payment is by cheque, that this is enclosed

APPLICANT DETAILS

TITLE   FIRST NAME

SURNAME

ADDRESS*

POST CODE  COUNTRY

DAY TEL   

EXT  BLEEP

EMAIL

JOB TITLE

PLACE OF WORK (for badge)

* Please enter your preferred mailing address for all correspondence relating to 
the Meeting.

ARE YOU A BTS MEMBER?  
If so:  PLEASE   MEMBERSHIP NUMBER  
 TICK (if known)

A full member?

An overseas member?

A concessionary rate  

member*?

A fully retired member**?

Are you a BALR member entitled to claim the  

concessionary rate?*  Yes No

Are you a postgraduate student who is not a  

member of BTS and claiming the  

concessionary rate?* Yes No

If so, you must enclose a copy of your registration document before the concession is 

allowed. Failure to do so will mean that the concession will not be granted.

*CONCESSIONARY RATE

BTS concessionary rate members are entitled to register at the 
concessionary rate.  BALR members, PhD students and registered research 
students are also entitled to claim the concessionary rate, but proof of 
status must be provided.  If you are not a BTS member, but still qualify for 
this concessionary rate, you must book by post or fax and not on line. If you 
do book online, we will be unable to refund the difference in cost.

**RETIRED MEMBERS

Retired members who are no longer in sessional employment are able to 
attend free of charge, otherwise members are required to pay the delegate 
rate that matches their membership fee band.


